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written fortifications by which English jurists have
defended, with obstinate skill, a receding frontier of
imaginary interests and untenable claims*

The first consequence of the freedom of the seas,
a proposition now universally conceded in time of
peace, is the right of all and each to trade and sail
everywhere unmolested* The second consequence is the
right of fleets at war to fight in any part of the ocean*
Obviously, if the first private right of individuals to
trade and navigate extends to times of war it may
conflict with the second or public right of nations to
fight. But, originally, the second right, the liberty of
fighting in any part of the sea, was claimed by individuals
at all times. In Homeric days the trader was a low
fellow who existed to be despoiled by the gentleman
pirate* Piracy was curbed by the might of Rome, but
we know how the Angles at last prevailed over the
counts of the Saxon shore* Private war at sea outlived
private war on land* The knight errant died before the
pirate* And even after the decay of piracy* which began
before the eighteenth century, the licensed pirate or
privateer was maintained as an auxiliary to regular
warfare at sea* For though civilised Powers combined
to suppress the pirate as " the enemy of the human
race/* and to protect mutual commerce in time of peace*
they issued commissions .and letters of marque and
encouraged privateers to prey upon the merchant
shipping of those against whom they had declared war*
or even those against whom they had wished to make
reprisals without levying war* The calling of the
privateer was an honourable one, though the acts for
which he was rewarded, had they been committed on
land, would have sent him to the gallows* How often